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The International GPS Service Tracking Network: Enabling Diverse
Studies and Projects Through International Cooperation

The International GPS Service (IGS), formulated beginning in 1989

and formalized in 1994, was founded on the collaborative operation

of approximately 30 permanent GPS stations to benefit global geodynamics.
The same cooperative principles, today applied to a network of over

300 stations, still serve to maximize global benefit without unnecessary
duplication of investment in global infrastructure. The scope of
applications of the dataset has grown to include atmospheric, oceanographic,
subdaily, and low-earth orbiter activities through working groups and

pilot projects fostered within the IGS in the now traditional IGS spirit

of collaboration. These activities and the IGS infrastructure are viewed

as critical elements to the Integrated Global Geodetic Observing System.
This presentation will review the present nature of the IGS tracking
network and its ability to support new applications.





