
OCO-2 Rules of the Road

D. Crisp, A. Eldering, and M. Gunson

Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology

Redistributed March 25, 2016

The Orbiting Carbon Observatory (OCO) Mission
Watching The Earth Breathe…Mapping CO2 From Space.

Copyright 2016 California Institute of Technology. 

Government sponsorship acknowledged.



Slide 2

Rules of The Road

• Publications

– As a team, we will plan publications and identify lead authors in advance

– Perspective lead authors should invite all of those who contributed 
significantly to be a co-author, and be open to add others who present a 
sensible argument for why they should be included

– All of the authors on a paper are responsible for its contents

• Project awareness

– The Project Scientist, Deputy Project Scientist, and Science Team Lead 
(Mike, Annmarie and Dave) will maintain awareness of the ongoing 
publication development

• Acknowledgement Statements:

– We will provide a standard acknowledgement statement

– Please add OCO-2 as a keyword to simplify literature searches

• We will list papers on the website to facilitate compiling references
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Rules of the Road - Publications

• The Project and Program Scientists for OCO-2 should ensure that all team 
members are given the opportunity to have their original contributions 
published as appropriate

• Research teams should discuss papers and authorship when planning the 
task activities, and decide on authors before each article is written 

• Perspective lead authors should invite all of those who contributed 
significantly to be co-authors, and consider adding others who present a valid 
argument for why they should be included 

• Team members should reach a consensus on respective roles on papers and 
authorship order, and resolve any conflicts through open communication 
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Rules of the Road – OCO-2 Publications

• Each author on a paper must make a substantial scientific/ technical 
contribution, and no person who has done so should be excluded from 
authorship of a publication  

• The meaning of “substantial” depends on the situation, and is determined by 
the research team on a case-by- case basis 

• Contributions are typically conception and development of ideas, collection of 
data sets, design of experiments, lab setups (along with other contributions 
described above), conducting experiments, writing computer codes, data 
analysis, interpretation of data, writing the paper if involved in the generation 
of content, and providing materials and/or advice and/or feedback that alter 
the interpretation of data and conclusions 
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Rules of the Road – OCO-2 Publications

Special Considerations Early in the project

• In the early phases of the project, it is important that publications that rely on 
the operational data product give appropriate credit to all of those that 
contributed

– All members of the science implementation and validation teams should 
be considered for authorship in all early papers using OCO-2 data 
products, because these teams contributed to the production of these 
products

• As the project progresses, there will be highly focused investigations 
conducted by just a few individuals.  Publications reporting the results of 
these investigation may therefore include many fewer authors

We must work as a unified team on early publications
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Rules of the Road – Project Awareness

• The Project Scientist, Deputy Project Scientist, and Science Team Lead 
(Mike, Annmarie and Dave) need to maintain awareness of the ongoing 
publication development

• We’d like to know draft titles, author list, and key points as papers are being 
developed. This helps us keep things coordinated, in interactions with 
managements, and in planning media and communication efforts

• As a draft paper approaches submission, we would like to receive a copy and 
have the opportunity to comment 

– There is no intention to interfere in the scientific process, but it is important 
to have a coherent and cohesive message coming from the project, and 
for us to be aware of ongoing activity

– This helps us to coordinate communications to NASA HQ, the project and 
JPL management, and to plan media and outreach efforts
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Rules of the Road - Acknowledgements

• Please include this standard acknowledgement at the end of your papers:

"These data were produced by the OCO-2 project at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, California Institute of Technology, and obtained from the OCO-2 
data archive maintained at the NASA Goddard Earth Science Data and 
Information Services Center." 

• Use “OCO-2” as one of the keywords of the paper

• Please send us a copy of the final paper – we will be posting titles on the 
website and keeping a tally

• Include appropriate citations to other project papers

• As appropriate, use the acknowledgements to credit others, if it was decided 
it was not appropriate to have them as a co-author


