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GALILEO’S ORBITAL MISSION

Following suooessful  receipt of the alrrwsptlortc  tmtry Probo WH,
the Galileo spacecraft wont Into c]rbit fjtH.ILII  Jupiter cm 7 Dee,
1995. 11s !Irsl satelllte encoun!or K i l l  bo h ill] tho Gallloan
satelllte,  Ganymeda,  on 27 June 1896, trfw~  vvtrk h 11 will begin ur~
11 orbit tour of the Jovian syslem hslirllg LIIII{I Decen~ber  C>f
1997, During the tour a cmmpleto  suIvoy Iof lIN: rna~netcmphero
will be conducted, including neariy c.mllrIu II J:, ru,~l tlnw data from
the space physics experiments. [i~ch o[blt w i l l  fr.mture  an
approximately week-long encounter plms[;  duril~cl which rernoto
sensing obsewations  of Jupiter and tho lr+r~wl !w(olllto,  along with
high time resolution magnetosph~ric ciala  wIII tIo storec~  on tho
spacecraft’s tape reoorder. Data horn 111[:  rocorciol  is played bac~
during the remainder of the orbit (1116 ‘cruiso  pha!.on) using
upgraded capabilities of the Deep Speco NeIwork &ind oxtermivo uso
of on-board processing, editing and d8t@ cxm~ples$lon,  1 ho current
status of the spacecraft and mission and ItIO SCi II IICXI observaticm
plans for the mbilai mission wili txr dl:mushod 1 his work was
done at CaltecMJPL  for NASA
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