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Projact SUN (Students Understanding Nature) is an educational project that is driven
by a scientitic nesd. Projact SUN, a part of the NASA Mission to Planat Earth
Program, is a long term monitoring effort (10 years or longer) for both the visible and
UVR surface radiation levels. JPL and its vendors have dovelopsd fow cost, yet
aocurate visible and erythermal UV sensors. These are coupled with modified
enmmercial low cost interfacas and softwate that e old computers such as the Apple
HF &nel Macintosh (spon oki PC) into deditated data loggars  JPL has developed
snncopriate conditioning software and detailad instructione that al!ows inna term
srhanl sludent resesrch teams (simitar to achool's sthletic teems) pll over the wolld to
crillect and sand their data vis internet hack ta JPL and CRUN foriprocasalng, pralysis
ard posting on the Werld Wide Weh (htip /lsinshin jpl nasa gov). Over tha [ast
aiiaeter of 1995, this Home Paga had annravimately 8000 hita with over 63 megahytes
of information downloaded,

The Initia! pitot program dons by JPL with & limited number of Augtralian and USA
£chools has proven that with adoquate technica! (and omational) support, good
*harde on” toachers and thoir secondary lova! sludenis (grades 7.12) ere quits
capable Of conducting rea! research progiars. Duiing the approxinide two yeurs of
the project, studenis heve investigated and published restuch it the typd of douds
Uit @ie fost ikely 10 produce short telni enhanted suifacs redialion via coud OpLLs,
caiieiation's Letweon higher lovels of relative huinidily and lowel msasuied suialé
UV aitd hew soliwais [0 Gata stolage aid readciion. This s in addiion to the
hngreds O tays Of dala tecorang tlaken ai tiee mindie inleivals:

C5UN and JiPL have just esteblished & partnership to provide much neede suppan
with the reduction and graphical presentation ot the data, development and ]
mamtenance oOf the worid Wide network and the Home Hage. JFL wiil work with CSUN
to/provide training of teachers to conduct Froject SUN in their schools. 1 he Physics
and Astronomy UBPl of GSUN will e ottering, via the Intemet, Physics 5958, a course

signed to give teachers the naeded background and skills to beg & Project SUN
station managar. I-Mb JPL and CSUN will alse provide tong term isupport of the
research teams.



