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Introduction

• Who Am I?

– Ex-Navy (enlisted & officer)

– BS in Geomechanics (1990)

– Ph.D. History of Science and Technology 

(1998)

– NASA Langley Research Center historian 

(1998-2004)

– JPL Historian (2004-?)
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Research Related Work
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E&E

• Published by Johns Hopkins 

University Press in March 2015

• Paperback released October 2016

• Reviews in

• Endeavour

• Isis

• Technikgeschichte

• British Journal for the History 

of Science

• Metascience

• Technology and Culture
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Recent Interviews - Documentary

• These are “born video”

• Mostly for Blaine’s docs

• Audio collection’s growing 

more slowly

• Few survivors to interview 

for my current projects

Name Date

Les Deutsch 5/6/2016

Sarah Gavit 7/7/2016

Matt Golombek 11/28/2016

Brian Muirhead 11/28/2016

Dara Sabahi 11/30/2016

Rob Manning 11/30/2016

Jennifer Trosper 12/1/2016

Miguel San Martin 12/1/2016

James N Wilson 12/2/2016

Sam Thurman 12/2/2016

Richard Cook 1/12/2017, 1/26/2018

John Callas 10/3/2017

Charles Whetsel 11/28/2017

Frank Jordan 1/12/2018

Richard Zurek 1/12/2018
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Interviews—NEO project

Ackerman Thomas 12-Jul-16

Baines Kevin 29-Feb-16

Bambery Raymond 16-Feb-17

Benner Lance 23-Jun-17

Binzel Richard 17-Oct-17

Boslough Mark 14-Dec-16

Brown Peter 18-Oct-16

Bus Schelte 25-Jan-16

Chesley Steven 9-Mar-17 12-Sep-17

Christiansen Eric 27-Jan-16

Harris Alan W 16-Jun-16 5-May-17

Harris DLR Alan 17-Oct-16

Hildebrand Alan 20-Sep-16 21-Sep-16

Jedicke Rob 24-Feb-16

Johnson Lindley 29-Jan-16 9-May-16 29-Aug-17 5-Sep-17 12-Sep-17

Jurgens Roy 25-Jul-16

Kaiser Nick 20-Jun-17

Larsen Jeff 1-Aug-16

Larson Steven 4-Aug-16 17-Oct-16

Lawrence Kenneth 19-May-16 27-Jan-17

Mainzer Amy 20-Jun-17 25-Sep-17

McMillan Robert 25-Jan-16 1-Aug-16 17-Aug-17

Morgan Thomas 15-Jul-16

Morrison David 17-May-16

Ocampo Adrianna 16-Feb-16

Pilcher Carl 28-Feb-16

Pravdo Steven 7-Apr-17

Rabinowitz David 20-Jan-17

Scotti James 2-Aug-16

Shoemaker Carolyn 7-Feb-17

Skiff Brian 7-Jan-17

Spahr Timothy 26-Jan-16

Stokes Grant 25-Feb-16

Tagliaferri Edward 14-Dec-17

Tholen David 27-Jan-16 20-Jun-17

Tonry John 20-Jun-17

Wainscoat Richard 20-Jun-17

Wasserman Lawrence 10-Feb-17

Williams Gareth 30-Nov-17

Williams James 9-Jun-16

Worden Pete 7-Oct-16
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Project start: 2016

Due: Dec. 2018

Two co-authors: Don Yeomans, Meg 

Rosenberg

Subjects: 41 (mostly scientists)

Transcripts and audio files become 

part of the project collection

Collected documents all digitized and 

archived in project collection
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Explorer 1
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Lois Taylor
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Internal / Life of Lab stories
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Mariner 9 Mystery

• M9 model out in 

storage

• Used to be in main 

auditorium

• Trying to identify 

what kind of model 

it is

• Is it the PTM?



Public Engagement Activities
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYGiEg-nkIA
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Fall Meeting 2014

Poster: ED33B-3510

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Erik M. Conway and Randal K. Jackson

Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology

CONTEXTS

Crevasses

Ice patches

Debris covered

© 2014 California Institute of Technology. Government Support Acknowledged

INITIAL CONTENT

PHILOSOPHY AND CONTENT

DID WE SUCCEED?

Communicating climate science to a suspicious public: 

How best to explain what we know?

NASA Space and Earth Science Public Engagement

Science Communication

Public Misinformation

History of Climate Science

A 2006 Earth Observing System review panel noted that NASA 

climate research had essentially no public recognition

January 2008 Google searches found no NASA websites in the 

first page of results for either “climate change” or “global 

warming.”

Yet NASA has been top US funder of climate science since 

1990s.

CHALLENGE

GOAL

Create the “Go-To” Global Change Internet Experience for 

the Public

INITIAL CONCEPT

Webby awards in 2009, 2010, and 2011

Communicator Award in 2009
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Climate.nasa.gov: Weekly Page Views, Sessions, and Users

Page
Views
Sessions

Users

SITE EVOLUTION

Provide a set of “key indicators” of change

Existed NOWHERE else at the time

Must stick close to current science

Clear, simple explanations of processes

Storytelling elements strongly desired

“News feed” to aggregate stories related to current missions 2
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Climate.nasa.gov Google Rank: "climate change" 

"Climate Change"

"Climate Change" Not Tracked
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Click on image to link to index description.
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