
* .
,’

,

AGIJ l~all Meeting, l>cccmbcr,  1996 .
Session: LJ 10 l’ostcr

TIIli  liVC)I.VINC+  SPACIKXNli  RA1)AR I)ATA SU1’l)O1<l’ ‘1’0 IiAl<g’] 1
SCIENCE AN]) 01)1 W1’1’10NSA’1’‘1’111 i Al .ASKA SAR 1 iACll  .I”J’Y

Prank D. Carscy
California lnstitutc  of ‘J’cchno]ogy
Jet Propulsion Laboratory
Pasadena CA 91109
Ph: 8183548163
fax: 8183936720
cmail: fdc @pacific.jpl  ,nasa.gov

‘1’hc Alaska SAR }Jacility  (ASI’) has bccJ~ rccciving,  processing,
archiving and distributing data for } larth scientists and operations
since it began rccciving data from the First European Remote Sensing
Satellite (131{S-  1 ) in 1991, and four radar satellites are now hand] cd,
the most rcccnt being RADARSAT which was launched in late 1995
and bccamc fully operational this fal 1. Most of the data coverage is
within tl]c rcccplion  areas of the ground stations at Fairbanks,
Alaska, and McMurdo,  Antarctica, but some RAIJARSAT  and Japanese
Earlh Rcsourccs  Satellite (JJ H+- 1) data arc from outsiclc those
regions. Rcccnt  dcvclopmcnts  have served to incrcasc the lCVCI of
scrvicc of AS]; to the Har(h scic.ncc  community considcrab]y;
spccificall  y:
1. ASI; holds in its archives a massive data set from the 10<S ‘1’andcm
Mission in which 111< S-1 &2 flew identical orbits with a 1 -day
scparaticm.  “1’hcsc  data sets, cmcring  the Alaska and McMurdo
rcccption  areas, arc usc.fu]  for intcrfcromctric  analysis of icc sheets
and strcalns,  g] acicrs,  volcanic and seismic dcformat ion, and 01 hcr
situations in which topography ancl/or surface change arc required,
2, ASF is in process of providing proccsscd radar images for two
mappings of the Ama~on rain forest by J1 ilM - 1, onc mapping each for
the wet and chy seasons.
3. Preparations arc underway for the first fine-resolution mapping
of Antarctica by RA1)ARSAT, probably in spring or fall of’ 1997.
4, lJscr  tools for SAR analysis, supp]icd on-]inc from AS];, now
‘include intcrferomctric  SAR (1 NSAR) progran]s,  and this general area
wjll continue to bc strcngthcncd  over the coming months. In time
wc expect that complctc 1 NSAR processing supporl will bc gcncrall  y
availab]c to the scicncc  community through ASI ~.
Detail on these and other aspects of AW can be obtained by
cxaminat  ion of our wcbsitc:  htt p://www.asf.alask  a,cdu.


