SPI1E Conference, Denver, CO
August 6, 1996

An IRU for Cassini*

L L Gresham, E C Litty 1" R Toole, D R Beisecker
Jet I'repulsion Laboratory Litton Guidance & Control, Space Operations
Abstract

The JPL Inertial Reference Unit (IRU) is the single most sophisticated assembly on the Cassini Spacecraft. At
the core of the IRU isthe stdc-of-the-mt, Litton (formerly Delco) Hemisph erical Resonator Gyroscope (HRG).
The HRG operation is based on the theory, devcloped by British physicist G. 11, Bryan**, that the wave pattern
devcloped on the rim of awine glass when excited vibrates in a stable wave form, even when the glassis rotated
aboutanother axis. Utilizing this principle, the HRG consists ofa hemispherical quartz. resonating at 4 kiz with
anextremely high Q (approximately ten million) excited by a 100 Vctc forcer source. The tympanic shape of the
quarlz. resonator suppresses harmonics such that the fundamental frequency remains virtually uncorrupted by
interference. The HRG with no mechanically moving parts USCS a capacitive pick-off detection scheme to sense the
wave on the quartz. The quartz covered with a metallic laminate is mounted concentrically with the pick-off and
forcer rings forming asct of parallel surfaces capable of providing a mechanism for sensing variations in the
capacitive coupling (approximately 5 pFs). This coupling issufTicient to detect the precession of the standing wave
on the resonator as the gyro senses rotation.  The geometry is such that the change in the standing wave precession
angle cquatcs to 0.3 times the resonator rotation angle. The resonator, forcer, and pick-off ring arc housed within
atitanium vessel with a vacuum of’ approximately 10 F-07 torr. A getter maintains the vacuum while the HRG is
in the atmosphere.,

The spacecraft will be launched in November/December opportunity 1997 traveling approximately 7 yrs to mectiits
Saturn object ives in the year 2004. At Saturn the spacecraft will be mancuveredinto anearly circular low ahitude
orbit to position for mapping from ?to ? During this period repetitive observations of the planct will be
conducted from a ? km, _ degree orbit with a Saturn day cycle. At the end or during the mapping phase?, the
spacecraft will transmit scientific information to the Earth. Following the low activity cruise phase, the IRU will
facilitate pointing during the repetitive mapping passes over Saturn without interference to the instruments.

The objectives of the mission arc the scientific investigation of the planct's surface and rings, atmosphere,
gravitational and magnctic ficlds. The Cassini spacecraft constantly must reposition during mapping to form the
3-axes stabilized platform for the instrument payloads to perform these quests. The Cassini IRU contains gyvros
for measuring the angular rates. These measurements arc used to fix and stabilize the incrtial pointing during
mancuvers and measure yaw atlitude during mapping phase. Attitude determination software uses thisin formation
in conjunction with the stcllar sensor reference unit during mapping for relating the nadir pointing direction to the
incrtial reference.

* The work described within this paper was sponsored by the Jet Propulsion laboratory, California Institutc
of Technology, under contract t0 the National Acronautics and Space Administration.

Bascd on the investigation and theory developed by (i 11 Bryan, Cambridge , England, 1X9(1
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Abstract. The JPL Inertial Reference Unit (IRU) isthe single most sophisticated
assembly on th e Cassini Spacecraft. At th e core of th e IRU is the stde-of-the-m-t, Litton
(formerly Delco) Hemispherical Resonator Gyroscope ([1RG).  Launched in October 1997,
Cassini's trgjectory utilizes gravity assist maneuvers around Venus (twice), Karth, and Jupiter over
a seven year period, arriving at Saturn in June 2004, Its tour of the Saturnian system will last an
additional four years. Although the Stellar Reference Unit (SRU) provides the ultimate reference
for the spacecraft Attitude and Articulation Control System (AACS) and can be used to control
the spacecrafl under benign conditions, the Cassini inertial Reference Unit (1 RU) will be essential
for precision attitude stabilization during maneuvers and fault recovery operations. The reliability
of theIRU over the long Cassini mission is therefore of critical concern.

Following an extensive evaluation of several possible aternatives the I hemispherical Resonator
Gyro (11RG) based IRU, developed by Litton Guidance and Control Systems, was chosen for the
Cassini mission. The HRG offers an attitude sensor that has no physical wear-out mechanisms.
Based on a principle first described by G.11. Bryan (1 890) in his paper, “On Beats in the
Vibrations of a Revolving Cylinder or Bell", the HHRG is created by vibrating a quartz resonator.
This paper discusses the theory and modifications required to the design of the standard Space
1RU(SIRU) with embedded 1 IRGs to adapt it to meet the unique requirements of the Cassini
mission and the AACS interface. The Cassini IRU will be the first usc of an IRU for a deep space
planetary mission that dots not use a spun mass sensor.

Introduction

The 1 IRG operation is based on the theory, developed by British physicist G. 11. Bryan (Ref. 1). A
wave pattern developed on the rim of awine glass when excited vibrates in a stable wave form,
even when the glass is rotated about another axis as shown in Figure 1. Utilizing this principle,
the 1 IRG consists of a hemispherical quartz resonating at 4.1 kl1z with an extremely high Q
(approximately ten million) excited by a 100 Vdc forcer source. The tympanic shape of the quartz.
resonator suppresses harmonics such that the fundamental frequency remains virtually
uncorrupted by interference. The 11 RG with no mechanically moving parts uses a capacitive pick-
off detection scheme to sense the change in the electrostatic forces with reference to points of
maximum Coriolis forces (known as antinodes) developed on the quartz rim as it vibrates. The
quartz, covered with a metallic laminate, is mounted concentrically with the pick-off and forcer
rings forming a set of parallel surfaces capable of sensing variations in the capacitive coupling
(approximately 5 pFs). This coupling is suflicient to detect the precession of the standing wave
on the resonator as the gyro senses rotation. The geometry is such that the change in the standing
wave precession angle equates to 0.3 times the resonator rotation angle. The resonator, forcer,
and pick-off ring arc housed within a titanium vessel (Figure 2) evacuated to approximately

10 K-07 Torr.

* The work described within this paper was sponsored by the Jet Propulsion laboratory,

Californiainstitute of Technology, under contract to the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.



The spacecraft (5,650 kg) is scheduled for launch on a Titan IV-Centaur in the October 1997
window of opportunit y traveling approximately 7 yrs to meet its Saturn object ives in the year
2004. Using four planet flybys (two around Venus, one around Farth and onc around Jupiter) to
increase the speed of the spacecraft using these planets gravitationa fields, the craft will reach
Saturn 1.43 Terameters away from the Sun. Following the low activity cruise phase, the IRU will
facilitate pointing during the repetitive mapping passes over Saturn without interference to the
instruments. The spacecraft performs maneuvers at low Saturn altitude, approximately 20,000
km, positioning and repositioning for mapping throughout nearly 60 repetitive orbits around the
planet covering both the equatorial and polar zones. Note that the Saturn upper atmosphere is
primarily composed of hydrogen, helium, and ammonia. During the mission, Cassini will execute
flybysof aset of icy satellites, Titan and other Saturnian moons, In late 20041 luygens probe will
be released for its perhaps fateful descent, two and a half hours, through Titan’s dense
atmosphere while relaying data back to the Cassini orbiter to be stored and downlinked to the
Earth. During downlink phases, the spacecraft will be repositioned to transmit scientific
information to the Earth viathe Deep Space Antenna Network,

The objectives of the mission are the scientific investigation of the planet’s surface, its moons and
rings, and the composition of the Saturnian atmosphere, the infrared energy, plasma, gravitational
and magnetic fields. The Cassini spacecraft constantly must reposition during mapping to form
the 3-axes stabilized platform for the instrument payloads to perform these quests. The Cassini
single string redundant IRUs each contains four gyros for measuring angular rates. Either IRU
can be utilized to provide attitude control reference. And within each 1 RU, only three of the four
gyrosare required for normal operation The measurements are used to fix and stabilize the
inertial pointing during maneuvers and measure yaw attitude during the mapping phase. Attitude
determination software uses this information in conjunction with the stellar sensor reference unit
during mapping for relating the nadir pointing direction to the inertial reference.

Configuration of the Inertial Reference Unit

The 1 1RG consists of a resonator, forcer, and pick-off bondedand contained within a sealed
vacuum housing. Since the gyros operate in a vacuum, space is a natural environment for the IRU
11 RGs. The buffer amplifier circuit is attached to the sealed gyro housing to amplify the pick-oft
signals. The complete HRG130Y assembly, including the b u fter amplifier, weighs approximately
0.3 pounds and measures approximately 6 cms in height and width, ‘1 here are no moving
mechanical parts in the IRU except for the minuscule amplitude vibration on the resonator,

The} IRG detection and control electronics consist of analog signal conditioning circuits, an
analog-to-digital interface, and digital signal processors. Four control loops determine the
“force-to-rebalance” mechanization used in the IRU system. These arc: 1) a phase lock loop that
tracks the natural resonant frequency of the quartz dome; 2) an amplitude control loop that
maintains the nominal resonator flex amplitude; 3) the quadrature control loop used to correct for
small mass imbalances that occur on the resonator, and 4) arate loop that applies the “rebalance”
torque forcing the vibration pattern to remain nodal stationary.



The Cassini IRU as shown in Figure 3 is composed of four HHRGs sensing 3 orthogonal axes and
one skew axis. The unit consists of a power converter to regulate the 30 Vdc spacecrafi power
bus, two Sensor Electronics Module (S1:M) cards, two microprocessor chips for signa
processing, and the IRU operations Flight Software (OFP) required to initialize, signal process,
and format data communicated via the Remote Terminal input/Output Unit (RTIOU) on the
15538 bus to the Attitude and Articulation Control System (AACS) Flight Computer. The
AACS sofiware performs alignment and bias calibrations during flight. An 1{ S-422 interface is
provided for test and rate simulation, but thisinterface is not connected in flight.

The Cassini SEM cards contain the gyro signal processor, 8 MIPs with 24 bit words, the
input/output controller, 8 MIPs with 16 bit words, and Memory consisting of SRAM with 128
kbytes of 24 bit words and ROM with 128 kbytes of 16 bit words. Unlike the original SIRU, the
Cassini SEM ROMs arc PROMS instead of EEPROMs.  ‘I’his exchange of EIEPROMs to more
reliable radiation-hardened PROMS was onc of severa design enhancements made in
consideration of the harsh environment of this mission (i. e., approximately 100 kRADs Total
Jlonization Dosage, 13 yrs life, and temperature excursions from -35to 75°C), aswell as, weight,
size, and power limitations, and reliability that required a unique 1IRU for Cassini. “A step back
to the future” of the original CRAF/Cassini Mission, will perhaps provide a clearer understanding
of the evolution of the Cassini IRU and its unique attributes.

Choosing an IRU for Cassini. Thefirst issue that should bc addressed prior to any discussion
about the Inertial Reference Unit (IRU) used on the Cassini Mission is. “DO wc need one at al?’.
During parts of the cruise phase, the IRU is, in fact, not required for normal operation, since the
Star Tracker (later termed the Stellar Reference Unit, SRU) provides both the attitude reference
and dynamic rates of the spacecraft that allow relatively low rate information for attitude control.
Under such circumstances the spacecraft can maintain communications with the FEarth, adjusting
the attitude as required to keep the High Gain Antenna (11GA) in the required field of view
(FOV), while compensating for environmental disturbances such as solar wind which aftects
pointing.

1lowever, most of Cassini's operational modes do require the usc of an IRU. Even when
conditions have been benign, it may be necessary for the spacecraft to react quickly to conditions
such as the effects of an actual or perceived equipment failure which would exceed the ability of
the Star Tracker to control the spacecraft. An 1 RU is aso required for Trajectory Correction
Maneuvers ('I'CM’s), when the spacecraft must turn to ancw attitude, control the attitude during
the time the engines arc thrusting (using the Engine Gimbal Actuators to control the attitude,
which may change rapidly under these conditions), and return to the original attitude. Particularly
during the science acquisition phase of the mission, the | RUisrequired to provide a tightly
controlled attitude in order for the instruments to acquire precise data to achieve maximum
resolution. Additionally it may bc necessary to limit the transient attitude effects of different
instruments operating ssmultaneously. For all of these uses, the Star ~'racker provides the absolute
attitude reference for the IRU, which has no knowledge of the absolute attitude, but can measure
the change in attitude, even when such changes occur rapidly, Since there arc error sourcesin the
1RU that accumulate with time, such as bias drift, this reference “update€” must be supplied
periodically to allow error sources to bc minimized. This* partnership” between the IRU and
Star *1'racker for precision pointing on a large gimbal, called the 11igh Precision Actuator (11 PA),
provides the platform for instruments to acquire data with ultimate resolution,



The proposed Star Tracker has arelatively small field of view (2.8 x 2.8 degrees), so the strategy
was to use the HP A to occasionally point the Star Tracker to a suitable star, or pair of stars, to
obtain attitude updates. This data allows the attitude determination algorithms to propagate an
estimate of spacecraft attitude that would be sufTiciently accurate at any point in time. The bias
drift rate performance of the IRU, the rate the IRU "sces" when it is not actually turning, directly
determines the length of time that can be allowed between updates.

The performance requirements for the IRU, determined by considering the above factors,
originally led to the consideration of an inertial grade attitude sensor, such as the dry tuned gyro
unit (IDRIRU 11) or others of this class. A serious concern was the lifetime requirement, in excess
of 17 yrsincluding test, shelf, and mission time. Since adequate life test prior to launch was
impossible, it was desirable to have a unit with “heritage” with reliability demonstrated to the
maximum extent possible. Although such sensors have exhibited the required lifetime, the total
number of examples is gtill relatively small, particularly since mechanical components such as
bearings and retainers have been used in this class of sensors in the past,

In 1992 extreme pressure to reduce cost and spacecraft mass led to ncw strategies. Thet1 PA, as
well as, the Turn Table Assembly (TTA), a spinning platform for instruments measuring fields and
particles, were both eliminated from the Cassini design. The entire complement of instruments and
the Star * 1’ racker were to be hard mounted to the spacecraft bus, where they would be pointed by
moving the entire spacecraft; hence, the spacecrafl itself became the stable platform. This
tremendous change in the spacecraft design had dramatic ramifications affecting the attitude
determination process. The turn rates that could be supported by the reaction wheel were much
slower than the slew rates of the HP A, so the process of getting star updates could take
appreciably longer. Preliminary estimates revealed that the star identification and the reference
process could require up to 30 minutes every two hours--the science observations would be
drastically reduced. The science community was devastated. Plus during the cruise phase, the Star
Tracker would be used to track a star which would generally not allow downlink to Earth
(originally to be performed weekly), so the IRU would need to be powered on and the spacecraft
attitude changed for downlink, increasing the required 1R U lifetime and the number of on/off
cycles. The entire spacecraft would need to be rolled for the fields and particles instruments, and
the roll would have to be periodically interrupted to get star updates. As aresult of these
insurmountable problems, the Star Tracker was replaced with the Stellar Reference Unit (SRU), a
ncw design star tracker with 15 x 15 degrees FOV. The wider FOV generally allows three-axes
updates without reorienting the SRU pointing, which allows much more frequent attitude updates.
The performance requirement for bias drift was therefore substantially reduced, creating the
possibilit y of aless accurate, but lighter and perhaps cheaper 1RU.

Asaresult of the above changes, potential vendors were queried. A Request for information
(RF¥1) was released to a wide range of potential contractors to determine the availability of IRU's
which could satisfy our new requirements. It should be noted here that although the performance
requirements had been relaxed, the IRU was still essential for the Cassini mission, so reliability
and life considerations were still extremely important, The preliminary proposed specification was
written to allow the possibility of aternatives to the usua spun mass technology gyros
traditionally used on spacecrafl, and it was considered that the performance requirements could
enable the usc of tactical grade IRU's, provided that the reliability issues could be satisfied.




The response to the R¥1indicated that a wide range of IRU's might be available with the potential
to satisfy the Cassini requirements. Considering this outcome, JPL. proceeded to develop a formal
Request for Proposal (RFP) package with amorc detailed specification that still allowed the
widest range of 1RU types possible, |n addition, the details of the JP1. reliability requirements for
aClass A mission were provided, including the radiation environments to be expected. The RFP
was distributed to the vendors who had indicated an interest in response to the RF], The
proposed contract type was to be Firm Fixed Price, and the procurement was to be competitive.

Several proposals to the IRU RFP werereccived, utilizing spun mass gyros, ring laser gyros, and
the hemispherical resonator gyro. A competitive evaluation was performed, which compared the
proposals in the areas of cost, technical performance, heritage, programmatic factors, schedule,
and risk. The evaluation process was diflicult, Since most of the proposed IRU's were close to
each other with respect to satisfying the RFP, although there were significant difterences in the
approach used. At the end of this process the unit chosen was the Hemispherical Resonator Gyro
based IRU, built by Delco-Hughes, now Litton Guidance and Control Systems, Space Operations,
Goleta, CA. The IRU proposed by Litton for usc on the Cassini mission was based on a design
developed for use on an Earth orbiter.

Severa changes to this heritage design were made to enhance the 1.itton Space Inertial Reference
Unit (SIRU) for use on the Cassini mission. The first of these changes had to do with the
EEPROM used to store the software used by the IRU's imbedded processors. The Operational
Flight Program (OFF) is stored in the EEPROM, and is downloaded into the IRU Random Access
Memory (RAM) when the IRU is powered, investigation showed that the ability of these parts to
retain the program was questionable when the life and radiation requirements were taken into
account. The life requirement for Cassini was 17 yrs (prelaunch and mission life), and the
estimated radiation environment was 100 kRADs ‘1’1 1. While testing could have validated the usc
the EFPROM's under the proposed conditions, there was insuflicient time in the schedule to
complete meaningful testing. As aresult, the EEPROM was replaced with a fusible link PROM,
the R1 16617, which was configured to retain some of the input/output (1/0) software and a small
program with sufTicient capability to download the main part of the program from the spacecraft
through the Attitude and Articulation Control Subsystem (AACS) bus, a serial 15S3 type link to
the AACS computer. The Rl 16617 has been qualified for usc on the Cassini mission through
extensive testing Although an impact to the AACS flight sofiware, both in size and complexity,
the PROM eliminates the potential risk associated with the EEPROM.

Although the heritage design featured a standard 1553 bus intcl-face, the Cassini AACS design
uscs a custom 1553 bus (for reasons of power reduction and fault protection), with a JPL.
developed bus interface unit, the Remote Terminal Input Output Unit (RTIOU). The RTIOU,
with an embedded processor, is used throughout the AACS for all the peripherals and its usc was
specified as part of the RFP. Fortunately, the design of the IRU's 1553 interface was such that the
use of the JPL RTIOU could be accommodated with minimal impact to the design.

The architecture of the heritage IRU featured four HRG sensors, arranged with 3 units mutually
orthogonal and a fourth unit skewed equally to the other three. The electronics consists of two
redundant Electronics Modules (SEM) and two redundant Power Supply Modules (PS) which can
be switched to eliminate all single point failures, if the correct set of componentsisselected.
Selection is performed by the usc of relays to switch power and signal paths, but it may not be
obvious which components should be chosen. Although thisis a viable design for many Earth
ol-biters, which ofien have alternate sensors, such as horizon sensors, that can be used to stabilize
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the spacecrafl while the IRU isreconfigured in the event of afailure. Suchreconfiguration can
usually be accomplished from the ground, since rapid communication is possible in most cases.
The Cassinispacecrafl, however, will spend much of itslifein deep space where the only
alternative sensors (the SRU and the sun sensor) may not be usable due to high rates. In addition,
the communications link may have excessive light time delays and must depend on the spacecrafi
attitude being consistent with the antenna in usc, To simplify the Cassinit AACS fault protection
design, the architecture was changed to create two units each of which contain the four HRG
units, configured as described above, and a set of single string electronics. This provides a
redundant 1RU that is completely independent, whose instant usc requires no guesswork asto the
nature of the failure in the primary equipment, which can independently verify the accurat ¢
operation of all axes of attitude information by property comparing the four channel outputs.

operation of the HRG

Operation of the HRG requires four precision control loops; i.e., the 1) Frequency Controller, 2)
Amplitude Controller, 3) Rate Controller, 4) the Quadrature Controller. Figures 4-7 illustrate the
functional diagrams of these four control loops.

Frequency Controller. The resonator drive signals that control the 1 IRG are synchronized to
the natural frequency of the quartz resonator. For the elliptical mode of operation required, the
natural resonance is approximately 4.1 ktiz. A phase lock loop technique is utilized in order to
synchronize the amplitude, quadrature, and rate control loops.

Amplitude Controller. The amplitude controller drives the flex wave amplitude to a reference
set point. The amplitude of the flex wave excites the resonator to approximately 100 micro-
inches. The amplitude of the flex wave is sensed using the antinodal pick-ofl bufler and
comparing with the reference. A fixed dc voltage is applied to the resonator, and signals from the
four nodal and four antinodal points of the standing wave pattern arc detected as shown in Figui €
5.

Rate Controller. The rate control loop (Figure 6) extracts the inertial rate component by
utilizing the “force-to-rchbalancc” (I¥TR) technique. The rate controller nulls the in-phase nodal
bufTer output by generating arate drive signal to the resonator through the rate forcer capacitive
pads. Notice that the gyro mechanics arc designated as K{]'(s)}, the scale factor times the
dynamics of the plant to yield the in-phase nodal amplitude (y) to voltage and inertia inputs.
Noise sources include the instrument’s inherent bias and the thermal noise, NIB and N'T11
respectively. The pick-off gain (Gp) isavery high value that yields angular resolut ion to less than
1 mini-arc second. The gyro output compensation is afunction of temperature, the mode, and the
digital rate control, f{1, M, V). The resonant frequency of the gyro is highly stable and lincar
with temperature. 1 Ience, it is used as an accurate, local reference for the temperature within the
shell. Compensation is required for errors contributed by electronic devices, such asanalog-to-
digital converters that increase the process noise in the readout.

Quadrature Controller. Variationsin the resonator mass causes precession errors that occut
ninety degrees out-of-phase with the inertial input rate. in order to achieve precision gyro
performance, the quadrature control signal suppresses these errors.



Performance and Test Results of the Cassini IRU

For 11RG operation two requirements are to: 1) Sustain continuously the standing wave vibration
on the lip of the resonator, and 2) Determine the location of the standing wave pattern with
relation to a fixed reference. These functions arc implemented by the resonator, the forcer, and the
pick-off ring. The 30 mm diameter resonator ( 130YHRG) is driven and controlled
clectrostatically by forcer electrodes. The location and amplitude of the flexing pattern on the
resonator are sensed electrostatically by pick-ofl’ elect I-odes. By energizing the forcer, a
resonating standing wave is excited on the rim of the resonator. The standing wave location, an
indicator of the rotation angle, is detected by the pick-offs, which act as variable capacitors
providing the wave location data, This datais transformed by a buffer that provides high-input
impedance signal conditioning, The gyroisinstalled in a vacuum housing using a getter.
Calibration testing of the gyro is done to check and tune the resonant frequency and assure high
quality (Q) and low damping of the resonator. Once the gyros and electronics arc packaged in
the IRU assembly, precalibration of the gyro scalc factors, initial performance measurements,
thermal vacuum, vibration, and fina performance tests are performed,

Conclusions

The recent challenge to devel op spacecraft in afaster, less expensive, but more demanding
performance mode, has required the emergence of ncw technologiesin key subsystems, such as
the attitude and articulation and guidance pointing systems. Certainly L.itton Guidance and
Control Systems, Space Operations, Goleta, CA, has been dynamically leading a new technology
in the hemispherical resonant gyros. The combination of stable materials, simple construction,
modern electronics, N0 moving parts, small size, high accuracy, and natural operation in a vacuum
environment suggest the HRG as an ideal choice for spacecraft applications. The Cassini IRU will
serve as a test of the effectiveness of this innovative technology in a very harsh environment for a
13 year mission to investigate Saturn and itsrings.
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Figure 1. Components of the Hemispherical Resonator Gyroscope

Figure 2. Basic HRG operation with antinode and Coriolis forces shown during excitation.

Figure 3. Configuration of the Inertial Reference Unit

Figure 4. Operation of the HRG Frequency Controller

Figure 5. Representation of the Amplitude Controller
Figure 6. Representation of the Rate Controller

Figure 7. The Quadrature Controller
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How the HRG functions

1 he rotation-sensing prop- Here’s the principle Bryan discovered and how the
erly of a ringing wineglass HRG uses it:

was first recognized in 1890
by G.H.Bryan, a British
physicist. 1 he Hemispherical

« Aringing or standing wave pattern is sustained on
the rim of the resonator.

Resonator Gyro, which is + At left below, one antinode axis (A) is initially
derived from Bryan's ringing aligned with a resonator reference point (R).
wineglass principle, is the + When the resonator is rotated 90°, the antinode

basis for a new generation
of inertial systems being
developed at Delco for

axis (A) lags behind the rotation of the resonator,
as shown below right.

aircraft, space launch ve- The ratio of lag angle to rotation angle is a physical
hicles ’spacecraft and constant of the resonator’s shape. For a hemi-
tactical missiles. sphere, the lag angle is 30°/0 of the rotation.

¢ In the HRG, pickoff sensors measure the lag angle
of the standing wave pattern relative to the
resonator to produce the instrument’s output
signal.

T A Rotation

I R Angle

Standing
Wavel ag
Angle 27°

‘/_ Axis of
rotatiom

/‘ f< Initial standing wave

antinode axis (A) aligned with Standing wave
Resonator reference (R) of resonator lip. antinode axis (A)
Lip afler rotation
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CassiniIRU Mechanization

RS-422
Test

1 Oov —

RS-422 XCVR

| BAM |+ I
(Gyro}— PROM

|

T AHI

GUPI SHARC
T

N —

-

_GUPI|
(ayro)- amo

Disc.

+5V —
5V —
+15Vv —— PSM

-15V —

+30 Vdc

—— RITN

Thermistor

——— Temp+
—— Temp-

AACS Bus




SIRU Qualification Test Sequence
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International Society for Opical Engineering (SPIE) Anual Meeting: International Symposium on
Optical Science, Engineering, and Instrumentation, Lecture, August 6, 1996, Denver, CO,
Cochairman: James B. Breckinridge, JPL.

1. Session: DENVER96 (Linda Horn) Cassini/lH Huygens: A mission to the Saturnian System
2. Title: The HRG - An IRU for Cassini

3. Authors: Lennor L. Gresham (JPL), Ed ward C.L.itty JPL), Patrick Toole (Litton GCS), and
Deborah Beisecker (Litton GCS)
Addresses:
1.. Gresham: Jet Propulsion Laboratory, M/S 301-4664800 Oak Grove Drive Pasadena,
CA 91 109(818) 354-6974, FAX: (818) 393-4699, email:1..1.. Gresham@jpl.nasa.gov
E. Litty: Jet Propulsion Laboratory, M/S 2514800 Oak Grove Drive Pasadena, CA
91109, (818) 354-5679, FAX: (81 8) 393-4106, email: E.C.1.itty@jpl.nasa.gov
P. Toole: Litton Guidance& Control Systems, 67691 lollister Avenue, Goleta, CA 93117
(805) 961-6359, FAX: (805) 961-7297, cmail: C43ptoole@cc.dso. hac.com
D. Beisecker, Litton Guidance& Control Systems, 6769 Hollister Avenue, Goleta, CA
93117, (805) 961-6343,, FAX: (805) 961-7237, email: C43dbeiseck@cc. dso.hac.com

s. Abstract& Ora Presentation: An IRU for Cassini*

The JrL Inertial Reference Unit (IRU) IS the single most sophisticated assembly on the
Cassini Spacecraft. At the core of the IRU i s the state-of-the-art, Litton (formerly Delco)
Hemispherical Resonator Gyroscope (IIRG). 1 .aunched in October of 1997, Cassini’s
trajectory utilizes gravity assist maneuvers around Venus (twice), Earth, and Jupiter over a seven
year period, arriving at the Saturn system in June of 2004. Its tour of the Saturn system will last
an additional four years. Although the Cassini Star Reference Unit (SRU) provides the ultimate
reference for the spacecraft Attitude and Articulation Control System (AACS) and can be used to
cent rol the spacecraft under benign conditions, the Cassini Incrtial Reference Unit (IRU) will be
essential for precision attitude stabilization and during maneuvers and fault recovery operations.
The reliability of the IRU over the long Cassini mission is therefore of critical concern,

Following an extensive evaluation of several possible alternatives the Hemispherical Resonator
Gyro (i IRG) based IRU, developed by L.itton Guidance and Control Systems, was chosen for the
Cassini mission, The Hemispherical Resonator Gyro (11RG) offers an attitude sensor that has no
physical wearout mechanisms, based on a principle first described by G. H. Bryan in 1890 in his
paper “On Beats in the Vibrations of a Revolving Cylinder or Bell". Modifications to the basic
1HRG IRU design were made to adapt it to the unique requirements of the Cassini mission and the
AACS interface. The Cassini IRU will be the first usc of an IRU for a deep space planetary
mission that does not use a spun mass sensor.

*The work described within this paper was sponsored by the Jet Propul sion Laboratory,
Cdliforniainstitute of Technology, under contract to the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.

6. Key Words: Cassini Mission, Inertial Reference Systems, Hemispherical Resonator Gyro,
HRG.




Cassini lnertial Reference Unit
An IRU for Cassini*
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06 August 1996
SPIE Conference, Denver, CO
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Litton Guidance & Control, Space Operations

The work described within this paper was sponsored by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology, under contract to the National
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Key IRU Requirements

Per JPL ES51 6188,22 April 93
L. ]

+ Employ sensors capable of measuring angular rates
about the 3 major orthogonal axes of the spacecraft

+ Meet performance in space environment: radiation,
thermal, and vacuum

+ Sustain 15-year useful ife (12.5-year mission)

- Contain sufficient redur dant elements to avoid loss of
angular data due to single failures

Incorporate RTIOU interface to AACS bus

+ Consume 26 W maximum power (without redundant
channels operating)

« Weigh 20 kg maximum




Modifications of SIRU for JPL

- Remove accelerometers

- Remove two external triax connectors

- Remove one Power Supply Module (PSM)

 Install RTIOU

« Redesign Power Supply to JPL requirements

« Add EMI shield between RTIOU and PSM

+ Modify SEM for PROM instead of EEPROM

+ Modify interconnect design
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HRG — Exploded View

-

Vacuum Housing and Getter

Flex Connection




SIRU Qualification Test Sequence

AU Isolation, AC Combined

LRU FINAL Res!stance, 1solation Calibra¥on Caitbration
Cortinut Test and Data Vertfication

ASSEMBLY —>—>- Chen;(w ———-> Check Reduction ———>< > >

vk Difierert ok Voo AL T oW o Tl T s

[V Cabling o8 Hre 24 e 1 W
Avallable 772094
Qualification LRU Incoming and Calibration Test

41 Hre

Full Acceptance Test Procedure ESD Chassls Baseline Tost
- Including Acceptance Vibration —_—— - — = PP frjection Teat - {3803 of 4) —
and Optical Cuba Measurement — o =T
4 Hrn AT 2 Hes NVT
| Pre-Qualification Acceptance Test Quallfication ESD Chassis Injection Test
tHry
[4-——————-——-——————-——-——— - - - - - - - - —_’
| Qualthcaton Basene Test T Ow"t?:mqw\g Baseline Test
! » Sine / Random emperat hid
B ot [P (Done h Vibration) - —P Nacem —P (ree30iq) [—P — — —>—1
ot
Read OV TuT hermai Veccuwm VT Tt vt
12 Mes T Chamber . Rate Yoble PMT PT B |
111 Hen
Qualification Vibration Test (see 2 of 4) Qualification Temperature-Vaccuum Test (see 4 of 4)
Ty 1134re
' EMIEMC Power Line Basedne Tost | Qualification
L>—> Injaction Test ] (0030 4) |l] — — — . Full Acceptance Test Procedure. - Test
—— o = Excluding Acceptance Vibration . Report
v il e il Including Optical Cube Measurement s ovs
Qualification EMVEMC /Power Line Injection Test Post-Quallfication Acceptance Test
«2Hre
Legend:
- : Tost sequence charge it not allowed OVT: Operation Vertication Test FMT: Failure Monttor Test oC: Degree C
- == = : Test sequence change tv afowed PT : Perormance Test CET: Compostte Error Test

PMT: Performance Monitor Test NPT : Notse Perormance Test
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Cassini Shipset Reliability Block Diagram

A =257 FrTe

A =904 FITe

IRU #2

1 =331 FiTe

GyroLoop
Processor

RTIOU

Powser Supply |- _/

Butter

Cl Active Unit (on)
D Standby Unit (off)

FITs = Failures Per Billlon Hours



Manual Card Test

SEM Tester
.BS-422 interface

. Dual 1553 interface

* Dual gyro interface

. Dual accelerometer interface

. Gyro I/O wraparound capability via breakout box

e Gyro test signais accessible via separate connector

. Selectable modes of operation for SHARC and GUPI

. Selectable 1553 terminal address

. Logic analyzer access to GSP/IOC/shared memory buses
. Power filtering/reg ulating/conversion circuitry

* Reset de bounce circuitry

. Fault signal indicator




130Y Gyro Test Station Block Diagram
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RTIOU Commands

. Reset
. Read accumulated angle (via readusr)
. Read status (via readusr)

. Send a message (via writeusr)

— Write absolute (download packet)

— Start embedded processor
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Read Status Command

Byte Mnemonic Packet Contents Comments
1 Cmd Byte 1 IRUXADDR(H) Destination=IRU (x=1 or 2)
2 Cmd Byte 2 000XX011 C:0=No Clamp
A: O=Use Bus A
0:0=No Override
E:0=No Emergency
R: I=AutoReply
T:0=No Timetag
3 Ctrl Byte 1 BCIOQUADR(H) Source=BCIOU
4 Ctrl Byte 2 03(H) Byte Count=03(H)
5 readusr 00001101 13 = # bytes in BIT msg-1
6 00100000
7 cooperation 11000000 Pad. Total # of Bytes must be eve.
8 checksum Algorithm TBD
Word # Description
1 IRU BIT Status
2 IRU Gyro-A Detailed BIT Status
3 [RU Gyro B Detailed BIT Status
4 IRU Gvro C Detailed BIT Status
5 IRU Gyro D Detailed BIT Status
6 IRU CPU Detailed BIT Status
7 IRU Power Supply Detailed BIT Status
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Key Requirements

[tem Requirement Cassini IRU Reference
Mass <20 kg (44 1b) 4.70 kg (10.36 Ib) ES516188,3.3.2.1
Structural Design Per CAS-3-190 Complies ES5 6188, 3.2.2.1
Vented Assemblies Suitab'eto prevent damage Aperture area/volume = O'—oig—‘ﬂ’ ES5 6188, 3.2.2.4

due to pressure differences
during rapid external change (no tess than 0.05in?

Mounting Surface Flatness <1.27 ‘m (0.005 inch) Drawing comp'ies ES5 6188, 3.3.2.4
Surface Finish of Mounting 1.60 ®m, or belter, unpainted Drawing complies £S5 6188,3 .3.7.2
Surface(electrically conductive) elec'rically conductive (63 pin)
Surface Finigh Emissivity 2095 Drawing complies ES516188, 3.3.7.2
Structural Safety Factors >1.25 (yield) structural elements Complies ES516188, 3.3.6.1
(minimum) 21.4 (ulimate) mass accelera-

tion curves
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Enclosure Design

* One-piece housing; removable top cover and access cover
. Size (main body envelope): 11.90 x 8.05 x 3.75 inches
. Material: aluminum alloy 6061 -T651, QQ-A-250/11

* Finish
— Chemical film:MIL-C-5541, Class 3
— Black anodize: MIL-A-8625, Type I, Class 2
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Requirements
Input Power Consumption

Rate of Change of Input Current

Grounding and Isolation

'nput Power Bus S.S,

Input Ripple Voltage

Design Temperature

Back EMF Protection

Load Input Impedance

'nrush Current Limit

Synchronization

Key JPL Requirements

Limits
26W nominal
39W maximum

75 mAuS

N/A

30V+15,-2.89

3C0 mV pp
1V p

-5t0 +45°C
-30to +75°C
-55 ‘0 +85°C

>T8DpH load

t+ (% 000)

e | 1 (f/600)2

{
i

2
z(ry=2

2.25A

Multiples of 50 kHz

Notes

Without redundant channels operating
With all channels operating

For any time interval >10 us
Single point and isolated grounds
In-specification steady state

30 Hz< f<20kHz
20kHz < f <50 MHz

in specification performance
Operational survival
Nonoperationa! surviva!

Typical 75uH, single fault immune

f <50 kHz

Single 3-A switch with25% safety margin

UCLK1MHZ signal should be used

Source
ES516188, 3,2.3.4

ES516188, 3.2.3.7

ES516188, 3.2.3,9

CAS_3 250

ES516188, 3.2.3.11

£S516188.3.3.7.?

CAS_3 250, 5.1.4.1.4

CAS_3-250, 5.1.4.1.2

CAS_3 250, 5.1.6




Key JPL Requirements (Continued)

Requirements
RTIOU Power

UPORB
UCLKIMHZ
Conducted Emission

Common Mode Structure Current

Conducted susceptibility

Worst Case Analysis
Stress Analysis

Power Supply Analysis

Limits

5 Vdc at 0.43W minimum
0.98W nomina!

Active low (output)

1 MHz (input)
7mApPD maximum

A0 dB A maximum
Decreasing at 6dB/oct
40 dB A maximum

=14V
21V

Notes
51+5%

User power-on reset
User synchronization clock
30 Hz < f < 50 MHz

30Hz <t <200 kHz
200 kHz < f <2 MHz
2MHz<f<50 MHz

Differential mode
Common mode

Per JpL D 5703
Per51 A _04

Per JPL D_5703

Source
ES515899, 8.1

ES515899, 7.2

ES515899,8.1

699_261,3.2.2,1

699_261 ,3,2.1,1

699_261, 3,2.1,1

609_221, 3,1.2

699_221,3.1.4.1

699_221 ,3.1.3
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Requirements

Output Voltages
Qutput Power

Overvoltage Protection
Overload Protection
Soft Start

PD PS_

TRST_

Limits

1 20%

130%

<50 ms

Active low

Active low

Key Core SIRU Requirements

Notes

Of nominal voltage

Of maximum output power

Power down moding signal

Test reset

Test requirement

r—

Source

