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With {he successful launch LJf l<;~(i;lt s;]! in November of 1995, the Alaska SAR
I;aciliiy (ASF) at the University  of” A l a s k a , l~ai? banks  (UAI;) will soon be
handling SAT< data from foil] c>] x.t a{ ional satellites (I~lW 1 /2, JWC3-1, and
Radarsat)  at the same ti]nc ( ‘(~]]~i]lj: upon thr conclusion of 3 years of
intensive planning, desig]l, alit] il]]j)lci]~eniati{l]~  aciivitics,  AS]; will be ready
in the second  quarter  of  1990 I(I f~llfill i{s role in providing SAR data
acquisition, processing, aIId  arl.tlivt scrviccs in suppc)]t of the Science
community.

ASH has been in operations si]]cc 1!)91; ini{ial]y sup}mr(i]tc 1{1<S 1 users. It has
grown from the simplicity of Ilal)dling ju~t onc satellite, 1}1<S-1, into a
complex organization dealinc ~’i[l~ II ulti-]lationa] data providers and users.
11 has also gradually over t}lc )F(i)rs  txpantled  its services and is becoming
more user driven in t}w for]ll of i[s c)]>~’ratio]~s.

This paper chronicles the III (}[;l~,ssi~~~l a]]d development of the A!SF; with
special attention given to its (}]~;al~i~.ation ant] structure in the current
Radarsat era. Special ireat]l~e]l! is [:ij;(,tl on describi]i~ in cletai] the end to end
system data flow and operatimls :.ci.’nt:  r ios ~vl}ich  serve to provide the Science
users insight into fully ex~)l~)iii] ~~~ tl]r A!;}; capabilities.


