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l’hc 1780 expedi t ion to Pcnohscot ]Iay  in order to observe the solar
eclipse has been of interest, at least partly because of the ex~)cclitiou’s
failure to see totality. l’here have been  a number of theories about the
reason for such a blunder, including the leader’s mis-calculation of the
eclipse track, the error of Mayer’s ‘1’ables from which such calculations
were made, and from a v~rsion  of a map which gave the ~vroug latitude for

tlie area in question. I’he leader did, how.wer,  make a series of seemingly
accurate observations of the width of the visible crescent of the sutl as
it clecreased  during the approach of the eclipse and duri[[g  tllc recession
afterward.  F,vcw thoug]i the leader scejns to IIavc do])e a nulnher of lcss-
than-prudeut  things during the expedition and later ill life, it seems  as
though he shouId  not be blalned for the expcditioll’s failllre.
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failure to SCKI t o t a l i ty .  ‘1’tlerc  have l)celI a lIlilill)cr  of tllmriw al)oui tllc
rcascm for such  a  blunder,  including llIr leader’s ]Ilis-c;ilclll;lti{)]ls  of tllc
eclipse track, thc~ error o f  M a y e r ’ s  ‘J’al)lw frolil  Jvllicll such calculatiol~s
were luaclc,  and frolll  a vcrsioll  of a ltlal)  which .ga~’c tllc lvrolig  lat it udc  for
the  arm in questio]l. ‘J’hc IQad(’1’  did, IIow’t’vcl’, lnafic  ii series of seotliillgly

a c c u r a t e  olmcrvatiolls of the width of tllc visil)lc cmcetlt  of tlIc  SUII as
i t  decreased during the approach of t]tc  eclijm and during tlic mccssion
afteriva~cl.  l’;ve]l tllougll the leader  scc]tls  10 ]lavc d[)llc a IIuti]l)er c)f lcss-
tl]all-})rudcnt things during t h e  (Ix})cditioll and later iil life, i t  swltis as
t]lough lie s}lould not he blalncd for illc exlmlitioll’s fai lure.

Abstract submitted for AAS [l)l)A]lnwtiilg

l)atesublllittcd: Marcl15,1997 l;lcctrollic forlil Ycrsioll  1.6


