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F i r s t  L i g h t  Resul ts  f rom A I R S  on EOS Aqua 
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The Atmospheric I n f r a r e d  sounder (AIRS) i s  a c ross- t rack  scanning 
i n f r a r e d  spectrometer which covers the 3.7 - 15 .4  micron spec t ra l  
range w i t h  2378 spec t ra l  channels. I t  was launched i n t o  705 km 1:30 pm 
ascending node p o l a r  o r b i t  f rom vandenberg AFB on 18 A p r i l  2002. 
we present  f i r s t  l i g h t  r e s u l t s  o f  t he  o n - o r b i t  ins t rument  performance, 
radiance Val i dat ion  and sampl e da ta  re1  ease plans . 
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