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The Internet provides an opportunity to reach a variety of audiences with
interesting, useful, and educational information about the TOPEX/Poseidon
and Jason-1 missions and the many applications of sea-surface topography
data.

This poster presents examples of the different kinds of TOPEX/Poseidon and
Jason-1 stories that have been featured on the Jet Propulsion Laboratory’s home
page. These include press releases, feature stories, and profiles of individuals.
This site has recorded more than 8 million viewer sessions from January to
September this year.

The poster will focus on Web “spotlights.” These range from “hard” science to
human interest stories accompanied with visuals (photographs, animations,
video) and often audio (music, narration). Its purpose is to illustrate the wide
range of possibilities--both in form and content--that the Web offers for telling
ocean science stories directly to the public. It will also show how different
institutions and researchers can work together on Web-based stories to reach
new audiences.
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he Internet provides an opportunity to
reach a variety of audiences with interesting,
newsworthy, and educational information about
the TOPEX/Poseidon and Jason-1 missions and
the many applications of sea-surface topography
data.

The Jet Propuision Laboratory’s home page regu-
larly presents different kinds of TOPEX/Poseidon
and Jason-1 stories including press releases and
feature articles. The page averages more than a
million viewer sessions each month. Stories from
this site often appear on the NASA home page
and other NASA sites, gaining wider exposure.

Web *spotlights” are a new focus for the JPL
site. These multimedia features range from hard
science to human-interest stories combined with
appealing visuals (flash presentations, images,
animations, video) and audio (music and narra-
tion). This format offers a wide range of possi-
bilities—both in form and content—for telling
ocean science stories. It also provides a way for
different institutions to work together on Web-
based stories to reach new audiences.

The JPL Media Relations Office and the Earth Sci-
ence Outreach Team are always looking for new
and interesting TOPEX/Poseidon and Jason-1
stories and visuals. Researchers are encouraged
to contact them directly to discuss story ideas
and ways of presenting their work to the public.

Contact: Alan Buis, JPL Media Relations,
Alan.D.Buis@jpl.nasa.gov, (818) 354-0474
Rosemary Sullivant, JPL Earth science write,
Rosemary.Sullivant@jpl.nasa.gov, (818) 393-7490
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